
  

LITERATURE (AND FILM) OF TEXAS & THE SOUTHWEST  

Spring 2012; University of Texas, San Antonio  

Prof. D. Brode  

Wednesday afternoon section  

CLASS INFORMATION . . . 

  

  

TEXTBOOKS: 

The textbooks are  

1) Douglas Brode and Joe Orsak, YELLOW ROSE OF TEXAS: THE MYTH OF EMILY MORGAN (graphic 

novel) 

2) James Michener, TEXAS (novel) 

3) Larry McMurtry, LONESOME DOVE (novel) 

4) Edna Ferber, GIANT (novel) 

All are available at the Bookstore. Also, available on Amazon.com. 

  

  

Take note: - whether you buy the books or chose to use them in a library of your choice 

is up to you -- ALL students are REQUIRED to do ALL the readings and, in fact, required 

to do them as they are assigned, so that I can build my class discussions on the 

knowledge that you are familiar with the material.  

  

  

In all truth, I don’t think that simply reading the assignments over once would be enough 

to do well on the quizzes (explained a little further down) - I think you should read 

them once slowly and carefully shortly on a Thursday or Friday, then do a second reading 

over the weekend, maybe underlining what you consider to be the key “points” or using a 

yellow high-lighter to emphasize them, and then brush up on them again one more time 

either Tuesday during the day or before class on Wednesday. I sincerely believe that IF 

you do it this way you will receive an A grade on any and all quizzes. And so it is 

obvious that it would much more convenient for you to own your own copies of the books if 

you possibly can. 

  

  

GRADING: 

Part One, Quizzes . . . 

First, the good news: There are NO exams in this class. No mid-term, no final (though we 

do meet during final exam week for our last class). Now, the bad news: there will be a 

quiz EVERY SINGLE WEEK on the readings that are due. As soon as you arrive, on most 

classes you will be given a SHORT-ANSWER (true/false, multiple choice) quiz. There may be 

only a few questions (less than ten) or far more than that (up to about 25 as a limit). 

You will have fifteen minutes to do the quiz, which is a good reason to get to class on 

time, as people who arrive late do NOT get extra time!!!) As soon as we are finished with 

the quiz we will go RIGHT into class-work. 

  

ALSO, please note - on some days when you arrive, there will be an ESSAY question quiz 

instead of the short answer. You will have an hour and ten-to-fifteen minutes for essays. 

Each week, I’ll return the quiz from the previous week. You will receive THREE pieces of 

information on the quiz: 

  

A) the numerical number of questions you got right, 

  

B) the letter grade that this translates into, 

  



and 

  

C) your class standing so far in the course. 

This should make it EXTREMELY easy for students to grasp how they are “doing” week by 

week. 

  

  

Students are expected to attend all classes. As to make-up quizzes, they are given only 

for: 

  

A) SICKNESS - note, you MUST be under the care of a doctor or a nurse!!! The school nurse 

would be fine. Any legitimate doctor or nurse that you see can provide an excuse for 

having missed class due to medical illness. I will accept that and give you a make up 

quiz so that you don’t receive a “zero” for that week. 

  

B) FAMILY TRAGEDY - I’m talking about something “provable” here - the death of a close 

family member, or the sickness of one, something like that. Also, if you were ever to be 

in an automobile accident on the way to class . . . I try to be fair, but I’m no 

pushover! If you have a legitimate reason for missing class, I’ll deal with it and give 

you a make-up. 

But no “B.S. excuses” - EVER! 

  

ALSO - if you should ever know that you need to be out of town for personal reasons on an 

upcoming class date - family or business, something like that - let me know as far in 

advance as possible and I will make arrangements for you to get a make up quiz. 

NOTE: again, in my class, students are expected to attend ALL classes. If you miss a 

class, you are required to make up the film that you missed BEFORE the next class. 

  

Any student who misses a quiz for a reason that I do not consider legitimate will receive 

a zero for that quiz; this will be averaged in with all your other grades. However, be 

aware - I am on your side.  

  

If you have a legitimate reason for missing, e-mail me ASAP - dougbrode@msn.com  

  

I will get right back to you - the only reason I do NOT give a make-up is if you simply 

‘cut’ - which would be ridiculous to do - since you have to make-up the film that you 

missed anyway, even though you don’t get a make-up quiz. 

  

IF YOU FEEL YOU DESERVE A MAKE - UP QUIZ, SINCERELY BELIEVE THAT YOU ‘HAD TO’ MISS THAT 

CLASS - TELL ME!! I DO NOT WANT TO SEE STUDENTS RECEIVE ZEROES THAT WOULD DESTROY YOUR 

GRADE 

  

At the end of the semester, I will add up all thirteen of your numerical quiz grades and 

divide this by the number given. I will then make a “ladder” of the grades, from top to 

bottom. The grades are then curved, with the top an A, the bottom an F. The other grades 

are of course all in between in a declining ladder-like system . . . 

 

  

This quiz average will determine eighty per cent of your grade for the course. 

  

B) PAPER: 

Each undergraduate student is required to do a paper of between five and ten pages. 

Graduate students must do a similar paper but it must be between ten and fifteen pages. 

The paper counts for twenty per cent of your grade. 
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CLASS CONCEPT: 

This class is intended to introduce students to the manner in which the history of Texas 

has been popularized, and in many ways distorted, in fiction and film. In truth, this 

holds for any history that is turned into drama at any period in time. We’ll often move 

beyond just Texas to talk in more universal terms about that idea - as one writer once 

said, anything we experience - whether it calls itself a history book or an historical 

novel, creates “a fiction of the past,” whether the author is aware of it or not. 

  

  

CLASS BREAK: 

We will ALWAYS have breaks - depending on time any one evening, I’ll either do a 15-20 

minute break during the middle of the class, OR we will have two breaks in the evening - 

10-15 minutes between episodes two and three. SO, STUDENTS, PLEASE: try--I mean, really, 

really try!!!!!--to avoid exiting my classroom while I’m teaching or showing a film -- 

except, of course, in case of an EMERGENCY. The break (NOT my class-time) is when you 

should use your cell-phones, get drinks, use the bathrooms, talk to friends, etc. Life is 

about choice, right? So don’t talk to a friend for 20 minutes and then decide you have to 

go get a drink of water five minutes after class resumes and disturb everyone by leaving. 

This may sound petty (indeed, it may be petty!). I don’t care. I don’t want disturbances 

during my class, and there’s no greater disturbance that someone entering or exiting the 

room while class is in session. Exceptions - EMERGENCIES. And students who have any sort 

of disability - who in truth cannot sit still for one hour and fifteen to twenty minutes 

at a time - you only need provide me with written proof of this to be made an exception, 

as is your legal right. 

 

PAPER: 

The paper will be due at the beginning of class (SHARP!) on the final meeting. Papers 

delivered after that time (including a few minutes after class starts) will be graded 

late.  

  

Students are free to e-mail me rough drafts of their papers at any time during the 

semester that they like, at: 

dougbrode@msn.com 

  

I will be glad to read the rough draft and give you advice for rewriting. This is a good 

way to get a high grade on the paper but to do it you must get started EARLY!! 

The paper will be assigned on the third or fourth week of class and we will go over 

topics then. 

Students who have other ideas for the paper can contact me about them, either during “the 

break” or by e-mail. We will discuss the possibility of something else. 

 

IMPORTANT: If you ever need to leave during the mid-class break, TELL ME - do NOT just 

leave. Also, you will need to MAKE UP any materials that you missed during the second-

half of class so it is much smarter to just remain the full time. 

  

  

IMPORTANT: NO MULTI-TASKING IN MY CLASSROOM, DURING THE FILM OR 

THE LECTURE-DISCUSSION, EVER!!!!!!!!!!! 

  

Do you have a test coming up after my class, or a project due later that day, that you 

were supposed to prepare for last night but didn’t? I’ve got great advise: Cut my class. 

No problem. Cut any time you like, as often as like. Of course, the more you cut, the 

mailto:dougbrode@msn.com


more likely that you will fail the class come the end. No problem with you? No problem 

with me. ON THE OTHER HAND, DO NOT - I’M NOT KIDDING HERE - COME INTO MY CLASS AND ’HALF 

LISTEN’ TO ME, ’HALF WATCH’ THE FILM. IF YOU DO IT ONCE, I’LL STOP THE ENTIRE CLASS AND 

TELL YOU TO CLOSE UP YOUR BOOKS OR LEAVE. DO IT TWICE, AND I WILL REFUSE TO AWARD YOU A 

PASSING GRADE IN THE COURSE, NO MATTER WHAT YOUR GRADES. The Deans and the Head of the 

Department know that I insist on this option and that I mean what I say. I’ve got 

approximately 2 hrs. 35 mins., once a week for thirteen weeks, to teach you something. I 

need every second of that time so that I feel I’m earning my paycheck. Also no cellphones 

(turn them OFF before you come in so that they don’t buzz and pull everyone out of the 

lecture, discussion, or the film) and don’t check them every couple of minutes. Wait for 

the break; it isn’t that far off. No blackberries, cranberries, whatever. No reading a 

newspaper, whether it’s the New York Times editorial page or the Daily Orange sports 

section. I need your undivided attention for the entire time we’re in class. What other 

professors allow or do not allow is none of my business; this is the way it works with 

me.  

  

Yes, I know there’s a whole new world out there of advanced technology and shortened 

attention spans. I don’t care. I’m really old and I’m going to be dead soon so humor me. 

  

  

  

  

SCHEDULE for ‘LITERATURE OF TEXAS AND THE SOUTHWEST” (University of Texas, San Antonio) 

  

  

  

Class Number One (January 18) 

Introduction, discussion 

For next time, REQUIRED reading: 

TEXAS by James Michener, pp. 1-113 (original edition) 

Up to: “If Fray Damian had previously thought he’d known trouble with his Indians and 

soldiers . . .” 

  

  

  

Class Number Two (January 25) 

In class: Quiz, Screening, discussion  

For next time, required reading: 

TEXAS, up to page 216 (original edition) 

Up to: “It was providential for both the Quimpers and the priest that they had joined 

forces at the bayou . . .”  

 

  

  

  

Class Number Three (February) 

In class: Quiz, Screening, discussion 

For next time, required reading: 

TEXAS, up to page 316 (original edition) 

Up to: “Things were in the delicate condition when a suave and stately gentleman alighted 

from the Pittsburgh . . .”  

  

  

  



  

Class Number Four (February 8) 

In class: Quiz, Screening, discussion  

For next time, required reading:  

YELLOW ROSE OF TEXAS by Douglas Brode and Joe Orsak, the complete graphic novel 

  

  

  

Class Number Five (February 15) 

In class: Quiz, screening, discussion 

For next time, required reading: 

TEXAS, up to page 418 (original edition) 

Up to: “Where was General Sam Houston, the hero of Texas history, when such events were 

taking place? As one . . .” 

  

  

  

  

Class Number Six (February 22) 

In class: Quiz, discussion, film 

For next time, required reading: 

TEXAS, up to page 516 (original edition) 

Up to: “That evening, Ludwig Allerkamp assembled his family and said gravely: ‘Franziska, 

fetch the Bible . . .” 

  

  

  

  

Class Number Seven (February 29) 

In class: Quiz, Screenings, discussion 

For next time, required reading: 

Finish the “original” book TEXAS  

  

  

  

Class Number Eight (March 7) 

In class: Quiz, Screening, discussion 

For next time, NO REQUIRED READING - ENJOY YOUR-SELVES 

  

  

  

SPRING BREAK 

 

  

  

Class Number Nine (March 21) 

In Class: NO QUIZ TODAY 

For next time, required reading: 

LONESOME DOVE by Larry McMurtry, Chapters 1 - 18. 

  

   

  



Class Number Ten (March 28) 

Quiz, discussion, screening 

For next time, required reading: 

Lonesome Dove, Chapters 19-47 

  

  

  

Class Number ELEVEN (April 4) 

In class, Quiz, discussion, etc.  

For next time, required reading: 

Lonesome Dove, Chapters 48-70. 

  

  

  

 

Class Number Twelve (April 11) 

In class, Quiz, screenings, discussion 

For next time, required reading: 

Lonesome Dove, Chapters 71-89 

  

  

 

  

Class Number Thirteen (April 18) 

In class, Quiz; discussion, screening 

For next time, required reading: 

Lonesome Dove, Chapters 90-conclusion. 

  

  

  

  

Class Number Fourteen (April 25) 

In class, quiz, film, discussion 

For next time, required reading: 

Giant, Chapters 1-10 

  

  

  

Class Number Fifteen (May 2) 

Quiz, discussion, film 

In class, GIANT, film vs. book. 

For next time, Giant, Chapters 11-18. 

  

  

  

Class Number Sixteen (May 2) 

Quiz, discussion, film 

For next time, GIANT, 19-30 

  

  

  

On Exam day (May 9) 

No exam but FULL CLASS TODAY 

Final quiz, end of Giant 



show THE VANISHING AMERICAN by Zane Grey, summarize class 

  

  

Paper is due by the following Monday at noon!!!! 

You can hand it in (early) on exam day if you like 

OR 

You can e-mail it to me by May 15, noon 

However, graduating seniors must get it in earlier than that so that I can complete their 

grade averages in time  

for the graudation procedures!!! 

 


